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Introduction to Your Instructor

Â Police and Criminal Psychologist.

Â Masterôs degree and a Doctorate in clinical forensic psychology. 

Â Agency Director for Forensic Behavioral Health Associates.

Â Division Director for the Behavioral Sciences Division of the Bernalillo 
County Sheriffôs Department.

Â Currently police psychologist with the Albuquerque Police Department. 

Â Provided Sex-Offense Specific Treatment and Assessment for Over 10 
Years. Four of which have been in NM.

Â Treated over 500 sexual perpetrators and evaluated over 200: in the 
process I have seen serial sexual murders, necrophiliacs, serial child rapists, 
etc.  

Â Long-term member of ATSA.

Â Certified Law Enforcement Instructor.

Â Part-time faculty at UNM, CNM, and the University y of Phoenix
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Goals for this Class

Â (1) Provide the audience with an accurate 
general understanding of sexual offending 
behaviors.

Â (2) Audience to gain a greater understanding of 
online sexual predators by discussing common 
myths and facts. 

Â (3) Audience to learn to keep our children safe 
in a virtual world where they are vastly more 
adept than we are. 
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Myths

Â Sex offenders are strangers lurking in the bushes.

Â You can tell a sexual offender by looking at them.

Â Most sexual offenders are reported, caught, and in prison.

Â Most sex offenders reoffend.

Â Children who are sexually abused will become abusers 
themselves.

Â Adolescents and children do not commit sexual offenses.  

Â Treatment for offenders is ineffective. 

Â All sex offenders are male.

Â Substance abuse often cause sexual assaults.
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Sexual Offender Stats

Â Every 2 ½ minutes, somewhere in America, someone is sexually 
assaulted. Every 8 minutes someone is raped.    

Â The Justice Department estimates that 33% of all victims are under 
the age of 12.   

Â Approximately 60% of sexual assaults occur in the victimôs home or 
the home of a friend, relative, or neighbor.

Â Most juvenile offenders ñgrow outò of sexual deviance.
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Sexual Offender Stats (2)

Â More than half of all sexual assaults go unreported.  Extreme 
estimates place the number at closer to 16%.  

Â Approximately 67% of rapes and sexual assaults  are committed by 
ñnon-strangers.ò 47% were friends or acquaintances of the victim, 
17% were intimate partners, and 3% were a relative (Other reports 
go as high as 80-95% by people who are known). 

Â Adolescent sexual offenders commit a substantial number of sex 
crimes, including 17% of all arrests for sex crimes and 
approximately 1/3 of all sex offenses against children.
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Sexual Offender Stats (3)

Â In 2003 there were 455,000 registered sexual offenders in the United 
States, half of which are under the supervision of corrections or 
probation/parole agencies.  60% of these are supervised in the community.

Â ñCrossoverò behaviors are common (multiple crimes against different types 
of victims).

Â 1 in 6 women in America is the victim of an attempted or completed rape.

Â 10% of assault victims are men.

Â 1 in 4 college women in America is the victim of an attempted or completed 
rape.
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Sexual Offender Stats (4)

Â Research indicates that most offenders have committed 
multiple offenses prior to being caught for the first time.

Â 4% of sexual assaults are committed by women. 

Â Reoffense rates are inconclusive at best and range from 
13% to as high as 60% depending on the category of 
offender.

Â 1/3 of sexual offenders have both male and female 
victims.
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Sexual Offender Stats (5)

Â The self reported rates of sexual victimization among adolescent 
sexual offenders ranges from 20-55%. Several studies have shown 
higher rates of self-reported physical abuse than sexual abuse.

Â Current research shows that the sexual re-offense rate for 
adolescent sexual offenders who receive treatment is low in most 
U.S. settings. 

Â Adolescent sexual offenders are different from adult sex offenders in 
that they have lower recidivism rates, engage in fewer abusive 
behaviors over shorter periods of time, and have less aggressive 
sexual behavior.
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General Sexual Offender 
Characteristics

Â Includes rapists, pedophiles, child molesters, voyeurs, exhibitionists, 
necrophiliacs, etc. 

Â Poor boundary recognition or boundary respect.
Â Often equates sex with love.  
Â Often uses sex as a stress reliever.
Â Emotionally fragile.
Â Lacking in empathy specifically for victims.
Â Usually in one form of denial.
Â Highly skilled ñgroomers.ò  
Â Manipulative.
Â Within the family or circle of acquaintances.
Â Often well-liked and respected.  
Â Comes from all walks of life, all employment fields, all financial levels, all 

racial and ethnic backgrounds.  
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Types of Sexual Offenders

Â Child Molester
Â Pedophile
Â Incest Offender
Â Rapist
Â Voyeur
Â Exhibitionist
Â Sexual Sadist/ Sexual Murderer
Â Commercial Sexual Predator
Â Nuisance Sexual Offender
Â ñCollectorò
Â Serial Sexual Offender
Â The Online Offender
Â Others:  Animal Abusers, Necrophiliacs, etc.
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The Online Offending Pattern Shift

ÂThe internet has created many new 
ñtypesò of sexual offenses.

ÂCreated new ñtypesò of offenders.

ÂCreated a change in prevention 
approaches.

ÂCreated a shift in law enforcement efforts.

ÂIn short, it has allowed for victims to be 
accessed on a global scope.  
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Types of Online-Offenders

ÂñEntry Levelò Collectors 

ÂOnline Voyeur or Exposer

ÂChild Pornography Collectors

ÂñHuntersò or Travelers

ÂManufacturers

ÂTalkers or ñChattersò

ÂCyberstalkers or Cyberbullies
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Why Do They Offend Online?

Â Anonymous
Â No ñrealò victim.
Â Overall accessibility and increased access to potential victims.
Â Socially isolated victim and perpetrator.
Â Fantasy
Â Obsessive-compulsive tendencies.
Â Addiction
Â Affordability
Â Less risk: harder to track and apprehend.
Â Convenience
Â Less threatening or intimidating to the offender.
Â Easier to use deception.
Â Can be easier to groom as well.  
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What the Internet Allows?

Â Fantasy with or without action.

Â Role-playing or ñgame-playing.ò

Â Hobby and interest development.

Â Practice

Â Those on the fence can experiment.

Â Social interaction with like-minded people.

Â Deviant connections to be formed.

Â Social connectedness and reinforcement.

Â Lying with less chance of getting caught or discovered.  
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Internet Facts

ÂPictures are a form of currency online.

ÂIt is estimated that half of all child 
pornography on the internet was created 
in the 1960ôs and 1970ôs.

ÂSome estimates say that less than 1% of 
internet offenders are ever caught.

ÂMost arrested internet offenders are first -
time offenders.      
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Internet Facts (2)

Â Estimates suggest there are 4.2 million pornographic 
websites, which is 12% of all websites.

Â The U.S. Customs Service estimates that there are more 
than 100,000 websites offering child pornography 
worldwide.

Â The daily search engine requests for pornography is 
approximately 68 million- 25% of total searches.

Â Estimates suggest that 40 million U.S. adults regularly 
visit internet pornography websites.

Â Adults admitting to an internet compulsion are 
approximately10%.
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What We Donôt Know

Â In a sense, internet sexual abuse has just begun to 
surface in the last 10-15 years.  

Â As a result we are limited in our knowledge of what to 
expect. 

Â Prevention and apprehension efforts are just starting to 
develop.

Â Treatment will need to evolve to address the new needs 
of these offenders.

Â Regulation is bound to have many growing pains.

Â Anonymity and technology are bound to create 
significant problems.   
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The Basic Pattern of Online Offending

Â Internet-based sex crime typically involve adult males 
using the internet to meet and seduce teenagers.

Â Interactions take place initially in chat rooms, then move 
to e-mail and instant messaging.

Â Offenders rarely attempt to conceal their sexual interest 
in the victim.

Â Offenders are often able to manipulate the victim into 
feelings of love and loyalty.

Â The majority of the victims have more than one sexual 
encounter with the offender.
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What Parents Need to Know

Â Our kids are often more skilled consumers of technology than 
we are.

Â There are people out there who have a desire to hurt our 
children.

Â The internet can be a great tool for intellectual stimulation but 
it can also be a tool for predatory behaviors.

Â The best defense is a great offense- talk to your kids and 
create an open path of communication.  This path will allow 
you to protect them.

Â Ignorance and sheltering is not a solution to the problem.

Â Prevention is the best way to keep our children safe.
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How You Can Prevent Online Abuse

Â Be alert and observant.

Â Teach children the warning signs.

Â Have clearly defined support resources. 

Â Confront questionable behavior.

Â List for yourself whom to call for advice, information, 
and help ahead of time.

Â Speak up when you see "warning sign" behaviors. 

Â Give the children permission to act or tell.

Â Teach children the difference between OK words and 
conversations and ones that are not OK.

Â Teach children the difference between OK touch and 
touch that is not OK. 
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How You Can Prevent Online Abuse (2)

Â Have a ñzero toleranceò policy.

Â Educate the children about appropriate and 
inappropriate sexual behaviors.

Â Educate staff/friends/coworkers/etc. about what to look 
for.

Â Recognition regarding myths and realities. 

Â Define clear personal boundaries.

Â Target Hardening

Â Safety Planning

Â Give yourself permission to act.
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